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WEBSITE EVIDENCE REPORT

DesignTag: Two Major Awards in
2008

IET Innovation Award and NMI Emerging Technology Company of the Year

3 November 2008
IET Electronics winner

6 November 2008
NMI Emerging Technology winner

One technology
DesignTag

Why the awards are combined
These awards are best presented in one impact report. They were received three days apart, recognised
the same DesignTag technology and were promoted through a shared press release headed “Two major
awards for Algotronix in a week”. Most of the coverage therefore concerns both awards. Combining them
avoids duplication while allowing the official evidence for each award to remain clearly identified.

The awards
IET Innovation Awards 2008: Algotronix won the Electronics category for DesignTag and was Highly
Commended in the Security category. The preserved IET material describes DesignTag as a novel
IP-tagging system intended to help counter stolen intellectual property, counterfeit chips and cloned
designs.

NMI Awards 2008: Algotronix was named Emerging Technology Company of the Year by the National
Microelectronics Institute on 6 November 2008.

Technical and research basis
DesignTag was based on research undertaken with EngD Research Engineers at the Institute for System
Level Integration and the University of Strathclyde. My contribution included the design and successful
demonstration of several DesignTag variants as part of my Engineering Doctorate research. The
technology used thermal communication through the device package to identify embedded intellectual
property and help detect counterfeit or remarked devices.

Impact
Independent technical validation

Recognition from both a major professional institution and the UK microelectronics industry validated the
technology from complementary perspectives.

Commercial credibility

The awards supported Algotronix’s effort to move from FPGA demonstrations towards partnerships with
semiconductor vendors affected by counterfeit components.

Industry visibility

Coverage reached semiconductor, programmable-logic, electronics-design and manufacturing audiences.
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Research impact

iSLI presented the awards as evidence that industry-sponsored Engineering Doctorate research could
produce innovation with commercial relevance.

Career evidence

The awards provide third-party evidence connecting my personal research contribution to an identifiable
technology and an industry sponsor’s recognised product.
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Handling duplicated coverage
The shared “two major awards” announcement is reproduced once. Every preserved republication is listed
with it so none of the coverage reach is lost. Official IET evidence, official NMI evidence, independent
reporting and the iSLI research-impact account are reproduced separately because they add distinct
evidence.

Verified working links
EE Times - Two awards for Algotronix

Carol Marsh - Awards & Recognition

University of Glasgow - EngD thesis record

Scottish Engineering Hall of Fame - Carol Marsh

Algotronix - DesignTag and company background

Evidence guide
1. IET Innovation Award - official Electronics winner page
Official evidence that Algotronix won the 2008 IET Innovation Award in the Electronics category for DesignTag.

2. IET Innovation Awards - official winners and category evidence
Preserved IET winners material describing DesignTag as a novel tagging system to address stolen IP, counterfeit chips and
cloned designs. It also records the Security-category recognition. Also published or preserved as: IET Innovation Awards
Shortlist 2008; IET Innovation Award entry forms for Electronics and Security.

3. IET announcement of the 2008 Innovation Award winners
The IET’s own announcement places the DesignTag award within an international scheme spanning 15 categories. Also
published or preserved as: Process and Control Today - IET Announce Winners.

4. NMI 2008 Award Winners
Official evidence that Algotronix was named Emerging Technology Company of the Year by the National Microelectronics
Institute.

5. Two major awards for Algotronix in a week
The fullest preserved version of the shared announcement linking both awards to DesignTag and its potential to address
counterfeit or remarked semiconductor components. Also published or preserved as: ChipEstimate - Two Major Awards for
Algotronix in a Week; EDN - Algotronix Wins Two Major Awards; EE Times - Algotronix Wins Awards for DesignTag Anticloning;
Programmable Logic DesignLine - Two awards for Algotronix.

6. Independent NMI awards reporting
Independent trade reporting of the NMI awards, including Algotronix as Emerging Technology Company of the Year.

7. iSLI EngD researchers and the award-winning project
The strongest evidence of Carol Marsh’s contribution. It connects DesignTag to research undertaken with iSLI and Strathclyde,
identifies Carol as the sponsored EngD Research Engineer, and credits the work as evidence of the benefits of Engineering
Doctorate research. Also published or preserved as: Global SMT & Packaging - iSLI Engineers co-operate with Algotronix on
IET award-winning product.

8. IET award photograph
Photographic evidence from the IET Innovation Awards ceremony.

9. NMI award photograph
Photographic evidence associated with the NMI award.

https://www.eetimes.com/two-awards-for-algotronix/
https://www.carolmarsh.co.uk/awards.html
https://theses.gla.ac.uk/2617/
https://engineeringhalloffame.org/profile/carol-marsh
https://www.algotronix.com/
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Reproduced evidence
The following pages are copies from the supplied archives. Historical web addresses visible in the copies
may no longer work; the saved pages remain the evidence record.



EVIDENCE 1

IET Innovation Award - official
Electronics winner page

Why it is included

Official evidence that Algotronix won the 2008 IET Innovation Award in the Electronics category for
DesignTag.
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AWARD CATEGORIES

 

Asset Management

Built Environment

Electronics

Emerging Technologies

Information Technology

Measurement in Action

Power / Energy

Product Design

Project Team

Security

Software in Design

Start-up

Sustainability

Telecommunications

Transport

 

 

Electronics Award  

 

sponsored by

The finalists in this category are:

Company Entry title

Algotronix Limited DesignTAG - A Novel IP tagging system to help counter stolen IP, counterfeit chips and cloned designs

(2008 Innovation Award Winner)

British Broadcasting

Corporation

High definition terrestrial TV on freeview using DVB-T2

Nujira Limited UK Energy saving RF power modulator module for cellular networks, broadcast transmitters and mobile

handsets

Entries to the IET Electronics Innovation Award are welcomed from all organisations: universities, clients, consulting engineers, contractors,

suppliers and component manufacturers.

The Electronics category welcomes innovations at any stage of development. Nominations should come from (but are not limited to):

A product, proof of  concept,  prototype or piece of intellectual property which consists of  a significant amount of new electronic

hardware design (analogue, digital or both). For example:

a semiconductor design or piece of semiconductor intellectual property

a new design based on programmable or configurable components such as Field Programmable Gate Arrays

embedded microprocessors or digital signal processors

or a novel new system architecture based on standard components

Keywords: semiconductor, analogue, digital, RF, mixed-signal, FPGA, hardware design, semiconductor intellectual property

Please note

This category does not include new software tools for the design of electronics or a system built using embedded software applications

running on standard off the shelf  hardware (e.g. an embedded PC).  Such nominations should be submitted to for consideration in the

Software in Design category.

Last year

Toumaz Technology were the winners of this category in 2007.

   

© 2008 The Institution of Engineering and Technology. The IET is a not for profit organisation. Registered Charity No 211014.
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EVIDENCE 2

IET Innovation Awards - official
winners and category evidence

Why it is included

Preserved IET winners material describing DesignTag as a novel tagging system to address stolen IP,
counterfeit chips and cloned designs. It also records the Security-category recognition.

Also published or preserved as

• IET Innovation Awards Shortlist 2008
• IET Innovation Award entry forms for Electronics and Security
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AWARD CATEGORIES

 

Asset Management

Built Environment

Electronics

Emerging Technologies

Information Technology

Measurement in Action

Power / Energy

Product Design

Project Team

Security

Software in Design

Start-up

Sustainability

Telecommunications

Transport

 

 

WINNERS

 

Categories The winners Their Innovations

Asset Management Three Valleys Water / AMCL Optimising Capital Maintenance

Built environment Test Marshal Ltd Automated Testing of Fixed Wiring

Electronics Algotronix Limited DesignTAG - A Novel IP tagging system to help counter stolen IP,

counterfeit chips and cloned designs

Emerging

Technologies

University of Bristol Integrated Quantum Photonics

Information

Technology

United Nations Foundation &

Vodafone Foundation

Technology Partnership

Mobile Health (mHealth) for Development - Using Wireless Technology to

Improve Public Health in Developing Countries

Measurement in

action

LiteThru Ltd Novel technology for Rapid Non-Invasive Assay in Production Monitoring

Power / Energy Oxsensis 1000°C Sapphire Sensor for Advanced Combustion and Emissions

Control in Power Generation and Aero Engines

Product Design Liquid Lever Solutions Ltd Moisture-Activated, Polymer-Tube Kink Valve

Project Team The Integrated Alliance Collaborative Engineering Design and Delivery

Security Kromek The Use of selective X-ray Detectors for Accurate Threat Materials

Identification in Security Applications

Software in Design Sundance DSP Inc. Generating Parallel Applications Automatically From Simulation Models

Start-Up Air Semiconductor Air Semiconductor

Sustainability Liquid Lever Solutions Ltd Moisture-Activated, Polymer-Tube Kink Valve

Telecommunications Sagentia Innovative Mobile Payment Solution Aids Economic Growth for Kenya

Transport Kromek The use of Energy Selective X-Ray Detectors for Accurate Threat

Material Identification in Security Application

 

FINALISTS

Category: Asset Management

Three Valleys Water / AMCL Optimising Capital Maintenance

Tubelines Life Extension of Track Lowered Sites

Yorkshire Water Real Time Water Resource Planning

Category: Built Environment

Byzak Innovatory operational control systems for pumping systems

EnOcean
Self Powered Wireless Sensor Technology for Intelligent, Reliable, Maintenance-free, Eco-Efficient

Buildings

Test Marshal Ltd Automated Testing of Fixed Wiring

Category: Electronics

British Broadcasting

Corporation
High definition terrestrial TV on freeview using DVB-T2

Algotronix Limited
DesignTAG - A Novel IP tagging system to help counter stolen IP, counterfeit chips and cloned

designs

Nujira Limited UK
Energy saving RF power modulator module for cellular networks, broadcast transmitters and mobile

handsets

Category: Emerging Technologies

University of Bristol Integrated Quantum Photonics

Kromek
The Use of selective X-ray Detectors for Accurate Threat Materials Identification in Security

Applications

Polymertronics UV-Inkjet Organic Light Emitting Diodes

Category: Information Technology

JAOtech Hygenic entertainment terminals for hospital patients

United Nations Foundation
Mobile Health (mHealth) for Development - Using Wireless Technology to Improve Public Health in

Developing Countries

Wipro Technologies e-Faces Framework

Category: Measurement in Action

Applied Nanodetectors Ltd Asthma Breath Analyser

LiteThru Ltd. Novel technology for Rapid Non-Invasive Assay in Production Monitoring

The IET Innovation Awards 2008 http://conferences.theiet.org/innovation_awards/finalists.htm
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Oxsensis
1000°C Sapphire Sensor for Advanced Combustion and Emissions Control in Power Generation

and Aero Engines

Category: Power/Energy

DeepStream Technologies The World's First Digital RCD

Oxsensis
1000°C Sapphire Sensor for Advanced Combustion and Emissions Control in Power Generation

and Aero Engines

Stingray Geophysical Ltd
Improving Oil & Gas Reservoir Production and Total Recovery with Pioneering Fibre Optic Sensing

System

Category: Product Design

Liquid Lever Solutions Ltd UK Moisture-Activated, Polymer-Tube Kink Valve

Nujira Limited UK
Energy saving RF power modulator module for cellular networks, broadcast transmitters and mobile

handsets

Sequoia Communications UK
SEQ7400, the first single-chip polar multimode RF transceiver delivering unprecedented integration

for 3G phones

Category: Project Team

GTi Team GTi Team for "One Solution"

The Integrated Alliance Collaborative Engineering Design and Delivery

MWH Ltd/United Utilities UU/MWH SBAP Project Team (Sludge Balanced Asset Programme)

Category: Security

Distributed Management

Systems Ltd
The CASQUE Extensible Secure Remote Access Solution (CASQUE- ESRAS)

Algotronix Limited
DesignTAG - A Novel IP tagging system to help counter stolen IP, counterfeit chips and cloned

designs

Kromek
The Use of selective X-ray Detectors for Accurate Threat Materials Identification in Security

Applications

Category: Software in Design

BAE Systems The Evaluation of an Aircraft Design in order to Ensure its Manufacturability

Sundance DSP Inc Generating Parallel Applications Automatically From Simulation Models

UK Robotics
3D Simulation Of High Throughput Laboratory Automation To Aid System Design, Feasibility

Studies and Resource Optimisation

Category: Start-up

Air Semiconductor Air Semiconductor

Liquid Lever Solutions Ltd Liquid Lever Solutions Ltd

mPedigree The Mpedigee 1393 System

Category: Sustainability

A-one Integrated Highway

Services
Use of Lightweight Durakerb on the trunk road network

Liquid Lever Solutions Ltd Moisture-Activated, Polymer-Tube Kink Valve

United Utilities Sludge Balanced Asset Programme (SBAP) Changing the Route to Sustainability

Category: Telecommunications

Nujira Limited UK
Energy saving RF power modulator module for cellular networks, broadcast transmitters and mobile

handsets

Quintel Technology Limited QTiltTM - Multi-Tilt Base Station Antenna

Sagentia Innovative Mobile Payment Solution Aids Economic Growth for Kenya

Category: Transport

Acute Technology Ltd The "Trusted Driver" Technology that Solves the Pay as You Drive Privacy Problem

First TransPennine Express The Eco-Initiative - A Fuel Efficiency Programme

Kromek
The use of Energy Selective X-Ray Detectors for Accurate Threat Material Identification in Security

Application

  

© 2008 The Institution of Engineering and Technology. The IET is a not for profit organisation. Registered Charity No 211014.
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EVIDENCE 3

IET announcement of the 2008
Innovation Award winners

Why it is included

The IET’s own announcement places the DesignTag award within an international scheme spanning
15 categories.

Also published or preserved as

• Process and Control Today - IET Announce Winners



The Institution of Engineering and

Technology

The Knowledge Network     Remember me Register Search the IET website  

 About us Membership In your area Careers and training Events Publishing Education Public affairs Factfiles

Press releases

IET announces Innovation Award winners
04 November 2008

The winners of the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET) Innovation Awards for 2008 were

announced last night. Among the 15 winning innovations were applications designed for airport security

systems, water supplies in developing countries, and mobile financial services.

The annual awards scheme, which attracts hundreds of entries from around the world, is a unique opportunity

for industry innovators to showcase their brightest ideas.

It culminated in a glittering awards ceremony at the Park Plaza Riverbank, London hosted by television

presenter Maggie Philbin.

The winners were:

Asset Management Award - Three Valleys Water and AMCL for optimising capital maintenance planning.

Built Environment Award - Test Marshal for automated testing of fixed wiring.

Electronics Award - Algotronix Ltd for DesignTAG.

Emerging Technologies Award - University of Bristol for Integrated Quantum Photonics.

Information Technology Award - United Nations Foundation and Vodafone Foundation Technology

Partnership for Mobile health (Mhealth).

Measurement in Action Award - LiteThru Ltd for novel technology for rapid non-invasive assay in

production monitoring

Power/Energy Award - Oxsensis for Wave-Phire.

Product Design Award - Liquid Lever Solutions Ltd for liquid lever moisture-activiated irrigation valve.

Project team Award - Integrated Alliance - Collaborative Engineering Design and Delivery.

Security Award - Kromek for the use of selective x-ray detectors for accurate threat materials identification in

security applications.

Software in Design Award - Sundance DSP Inc for generating parallel applications automatically from

simulation models.

Start-Up Award - Air Semiconductor.

Sustainability Award - Liquid Lever Solutions Ltd for liquid lever moisture-activiated irrigation valve.

Telecommunications Award – Sagentia for M-PESA.

Transport Award - Kromek for the use of selective x-ray detectors for accurate threat materials identification in

security applications.

IET Chief Executive, Robin McGill, said, “I would like to congratulate all the winning and shortlisted entries in this

year’s Innovation Awards, which demonstrate genuine novelty and represent a significant technological advance

for the industry.

“The entries that made it to the shortlist are a very impressive role call of innovation and although it may be a

cliché to say “everyone is a winner,” in this case I am sure it is true. The awards highlight the depth and breadth

of innovative work which is being carried out and it and it is clear from the range of entries that innovation is alive

and well.

“The work undertaken on the projects highlighted by the Innovation Awards will help businesses grow and

develop and have a positive impact in many areas.”

Media enquiries to:
Robert Beahan

IET Press Officer

T: +44 (0)1438 767336

M: +44 (0)7595 400912

E: rbeahan@theiet.org

 | Home  | Contact us

Home > About us > Media centre > Press releases

IET announces Innovation Award winners - The IET http://www.theiet.org/about/media-centre/press-releases/20081104.cfm
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Mary Donovan

IET Head of Communications

T: +44 (0)1438 765587

M: +44 (0)7725 498117

E: mdonovan@theiet.org

Further information, including awards criteria is available at www.theiet.org/innovationawards

Notes to editors:

1. The Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET) is a world leading professional organisation, sharing and

advancing knowledge to promote science, engineering and technology across the world. For more information,

visit www.theiet.org

2. The IET dates from 1871 and has 150,000 members in 127 countries with offices in Europe, North America

and Asia-Pacific.

3. The IET licenses EngTech, IEng and CEng; is supporting the Engineering Diploma and developing the new

ICTtech and accredits more than 160 undergraduate courses in the UK

4. The IET operates IET.tv, a web TV service which covers a wide range of engineering and technology events

and content. For more information, visit www.iet.tv

Help  | Privacy statement  | Cookies
 | Accessibility  | Legal notices

© 2008 The Institution of Engineering and

Technology

The Institution of Engineering and Technology
is registered as a Charity in England & Wales

(no 211014) and Scotland (no SC038698)

IET announces Innovation Award winners - The IET http://www.theiet.org/about/media-centre/press-releases/20081104.cfm
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EVIDENCE 4

NMI 2008 Award Winners
Why it is included

Official evidence that Algotronix was named Emerging Technology Company of the Year by the
National Microelectronics Institute.
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2008 Award Winners

Photographs of event can be found here

Environmental Management

National Semiconductor Ltd

Sponsored by International Rectifier

Click on

Photograph to

Enlarge

Start-up of the Year

CamSemi

Sponsored by Cadence

Click on

Photograph to

Enlarge

Outstanding Innovation

Dialog

Sponsored by ELC

Click on

Photograph to

Enlarge

Emerging Technology Company

Algotronix

Sponsored by Unisem

Click on

Photograph to

Enlarge

Manufacturing Site of the Year

National Semiconductor Ltd

Sponsored by Origin

Click on

Photograph to

Enlarge

Low Power Design

Diodes Zetex

Sponsored by Synopsys

Click on

Photograph to

Enlarge

Services to Training and Education

International Rectifier

Sponsored by ARM

Click on

Photograph to

Enlarge

Contribution to Industry

Ian Phillips (ARM)

Sponsored by BERR
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EVIDENCE 5

Two major awards for Algotronix in
a week

Why it is included

The fullest preserved version of the shared announcement linking both awards to DesignTag and its
potential to address counterfeit or remarked semiconductor components.

Also published or preserved as

• ChipEstimate - Two Major Awards for Algotronix in a Week
• EDN - Algotronix Wins Two Major Awards
• EE Times - Algotronix Wins Awards for DesignTag Anticloning
• Programmable Logic DesignLine - Two awards for Algotronix



Headline News | Most Popular | SoC News Alerts | RSS Feeds 

Two major awards for Algotronix in a week

November 10, 2008 -- Algotronix Ltd., Edinburgh, UK was presented with two prestigious awards this week,

recognising its contribution to the industry.  The innovative DesignTag product can uncover counterfeit or

remarked semiconductor components.

On Monday 3rd November, the company received the Institution of Engineering and Technology’s (IET) Innovation

Awards 2008 for Electronics.  

Thursday, 6th November, saw Algotronix scoop the Emerging Technology Company of the Year Award from the

National Microelectronics Institute (NMI).  

Commenting on the two awards, Tom Kean, Algotronix Managing Director, said, “What a fantastic week!  It is

incredible to receive recognition from two such highly esteemed organisations and a glowing commendation of the

innovation in small UK companies”.

Paul Dillien, from High Tech Marketing provides sales and marketing services for Algotronix.  He said, “The

DesignTag technology has been proven on FPGAs, and we are now looking to partner with semiconductor vendors

who are suffering financial loss from counterfeit components.  This development will unleash the full potential to

uncover fake or remarked devices that are having such a negative impact on our industry”.

The IET Innovation Award for Electronics 2008 was generously sponsored by Withers & Rogers LLP.  The awards

are supported by the Department of Innovation, Universities & Skills (DIUS).

Unisem Europe is proud sponsor of the NMI Emerging Technology

Company 2008.

For more information:  http://www.algotronix-store.com

About Algotronix

Algotronix is based in the UK and was established in 1998.  It has a proprietary range of advanced crypto IP

products.   The products have been designed into military, gaming and other secure applications around the world.

 

About High Tech Marketing

High Tech Marketing offers a range of marketing and sales services to the semiconductor, electronics and software

industries.   These include marketing planning, product positioning, campaign literature, competitive analysis and

customer related activities.

Two major awards for Algotronix in a week http://www.design-reuse.com/news/?id=19486&print=yes
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Contact Algotronix Ltd.

Fill out this form for contacting a Algotronix Ltd.

representative.

Your Name:

Your E-mail address:

Your Company address:

Your Phone Number:

Write your message:    

 

E-mail This Article Printer-Friendly Page

Home | Feedback | Register | Site Map

All material on this site Copyright © 2006 Design And Reuse S.A. All rights reserved.
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EVIDENCE 6

Independent NMI awards reporting
Why it is included

Independent trade reporting of the NMI awards, including Algotronix as Emerging Technology
Company of the Year.



 

Burrows takes chair of NMI

 

Colin Holland

(11/10/2008 2:23 AM EST)

URL: http://www.eetimes.eu/semi/212001376

 

Dr. David Burrows is the new chairman of the National Microelectronics Institute (NMI), the trade association

representing the interests of the semiconductor industry in the U.K. and Ireland.

 

LONDON — Dr. David Burrows is the new chairman of the National Microelectronics Institute (NMI), the trade

association representing the interests of the semiconductor industry in the U.K. and Ireland.

Burrows, formerly the vice chairman of the NMI’s Board of Directors, takes over the chairmanship from Steve Neill,

vice president, Bristol Design Centre and Technical Director, Infineon Technologies (UK) Ltd.

Dr Burrows is currently Director of Aptina’s U.K. Imaging Design Centre and is a Visiting Professor and Chair of the

Industrial Advisory Board in the Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering at the University of Bristol.

After receiving a degree in Electrical and Electronic Engineering and a PhD on mobile radio and control theory from

Bath University, Dr. Burrows joined Plessey Research in 1982 to work on radar systems using field programmable

hardware, where he later later set-up the silicon engineering group to develop structured design methods and CAD tools

in the areas of built-in self test and logic synthesis. He joined LSI Logic in 1988 to work on mixed signal CAD software.

In 1998 Dr. Burrows established a new R&D organisation for Micron Corp. to develop logic and mixed signal IP for its

embedded memory technologies. By 2003 the department was focused on foundation IP and product design to support

Micron’s CMOS imaging product range. He now runs the U.K. Imaging Design Centre for Aptina, a wholly owned

subsidiary of Micron.

In the NMI's annual awards National Semiconductor won both the environmental award sponsored by International

Rectifier and manufacturing site of the year sponsored by Origin with Cam Semi winning start-up of the year sponsored

by Cadence and Dialog Semiconductor the outstanding innovation award sponsored by the Electronics Leadership

Council. Emerging technology company of the year award sponsored by Unisem was won by Algotronix while Diodes

Zetex won the low power design award sponsored Synopsys. The services to training and education award sponsored by

ARM was won by International Rectifier and Ian Philips of ARM was recognized for his contribution to industry in an

award sponsored by BERR.

 

All materials on this site Copyright © 2008 TechInsights, a Division of United Business Media LLC., EETimes EU

Copyright All rights reserved.

Burrows takes chair of NMI http://www.eetimes.eu/semi/showArticle.jhtml;jsessionid=XLTMDRIE...
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EVIDENCE 7

iSLI EngD researchers and the
award-winning project

Why it is included

The strongest evidence of Carol Marsh’s contribution. It connects DesignTag to research undertaken
with iSLI and Strathclyde, identifies Carol as the sponsored EngD Research Engineer, and credits the
work as evidence of the benefits of Engineering Doctorate research.

Also published or preserved as

• Global SMT & Packaging - iSLI Engineers co-operate with Algotronix on IET award-winning product



 

                HART MARKETING  
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Press Release 

iSLI’s EngD Researchers co-operate with Algotronix on IET award winning 

product 

Algotronix has recently won the Electronics category at the IET (Institution of Engineering and 

Technology) Innovation Awards for DesignTag™, and in the same week the NMI (National 

Microelectronics Intitute) award as Emerging Technology Company of the Year.  DesignTag is a 

unique product identification system consisting of a small IP core tag which is added to a chip or 

FPGA design. Scanner software can then detect the tag through the chip package and provide 

information on the tagged product based on the tag's unique code. 

The DesignTag™ product is based on research carried out in co-operation with EngD Researchers 

from iSLI, Institute for System Level Integration, and the University of Strathclyde.  Algotronix, a U.K. 

based supplier of technical due diligence on semiconductor companies and a vendor of silicon IP, is a 

supporter of EngD research at iSLI.  Dr Tom Kean, Managing Director of Algotronix, sponsored Carol 

Marsh, last year’s Elektra Award winning Student Engineer of the Year, who has been studying for an 

Engineering Doctorate (EngD) in System Level Integration at iSLI. Carol, together with fellow EngD 

Researcher from iSLI, David McLaren, has been researching the electronic tagging of integrated 

circuits, IP cores and FPGA designs and focusing on the detection of fraudulent activity to provide 

reliable product and version identification.  

Dr Tom Kean, Managing Director of Algotronix comments, “These awards prove that innovation is 

alive and well in UK industry and Universities. It also highlights that a small, highly focused team can 

work co-operatively to produce winning technology.” 

Marsh and Maclaren’s EngD research produced circuit designs for several variants of the 

DesignTag™ which were demonstrated with great success at last year’s Design Automation 

Conference in San Diego and at the Cryptographic Hardware and Embedded Systems Conference in 

Vienna.  

Tony Harker, CEO of iSLI comments, “We are delighted with the success of the research produced by 

Carol and David for Algotronix. It is a great achievement and endorses the benefits of the Engineering 

Doctorate, not only to students but to sponsoring companies. It’s an ideal way for people already in 

industry to train whilst earning, to further their education in the field, and provides sponsors with 

access to cutting edge research, academic expertise and IP ownership.” 



 

                HART MARKETING  
                     EFFECTIVE BUSINESS COMMUNICATIONS 
                     www.hartmarketing.com

 

 

The four year EngD programme at iSLI places emphasis on research within an industrial context. 

Students, known as Research Engineers, combine a research project with accredited technical and 

business training, based with a UK sponsoring company. The EngD is the ideal opportunity for both 

employers and students to engage in a mutually beneficial relationship. Investment in collaborative 

projects with iSLI can not only open opportunities to the best science and engineering graduates and 

postgraduates, but also facilitate the path for future business innovation and success as proven with 

the Algotronix DesignTag™. 

For more information about iSLI or Algotronix, please visit www.sli-institute.ac.uk and 

www.algotronix.com. 

ENDS 

 

Editors’ notes:  

iSLI 

Founded in 1998, iSLI (the Institute for System Level Integration) provides postgraduate education, professional training 

and research in system level integration incorporating cross over technologies such as hardware, embedded software, 

MNT/MEMS.  

A collaboration of the computing science, informatics and electronic engineering departments of the universities of 

Edinburgh, Glasgow, Heriot!Watt and Strathclyde, and Scottish Enterprise, the Institute is the first centre of excellence in 

system level integration to be established worldwide. Its aim is to support the development of electronics systems design 

worldwide and to encourage the exploration of new technologies through research.  

iSLI’s  operations are underpinned by funding from Scottish Enterprise, UK Central Research and HE funding agencies, and 

substantial sponsorship funding, including “expert in!kind support” from companies in the microelectronics industry. 

For further information please contact: 

Suzanne O’Hare – Marketing Executive   

T: 01506 469303 or Email: suzanne.ohare@sli!institute.ac.uk 

 

Institute for System Level Integration,  

Alba Centre, Alba Campus, Livingston, Scotland, EH54 7EG, UK 

Tel: +44 (0)1506 469 300 Fax: +44 (0)1506 469 301 

Web: www.sli!institute.ac.uk General enquiries: sli@sli!institute.ac.uk 

 

Algotronix 

Since 1998 Algotronix has established itself as the leading independent source of expertise in programmable logic 

architecture and silicon implementation for venture capitalists, law firms and startup companies. In 2005 Algotronix 

provided technical due diligence on closed deals with a value in excess of $300M. 

While operating as a service company between 1998 and 2004 Algotronix developed proprietary IP cores for cryptographic 

applications and filed a number of patent applications on digital rights management for FPGA bitstreams. 

Since 2005 Algotronix has been actively marketing its proprietary cryptographic IP core products and is focussing on 

growing this part of its business. 
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                     EFFECTIVE BUSINESS COMMUNICATIONS 
                     www.hartmarketing.com

 

 

For further information please contact: 

Dr Tom Kean – Managing Director 

Algotronix Ltd., P.O. Box 23116, Edinburgh, Scotland, EH8 8YB, UK  

 

Tel: +44 131 556 9242              Fax: +44 870 052 5069                   e!mail: info@algotronix.com 
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Tel: +44 (0) 1305 767267    E-mail: suzanne@hartmarketing.com  

Formatted: Italian (Italy)

Formatted: Italian (Italy)

Field Code Changed

Formatted: Italian (Italy)

Formatted: Italian (Italy)



EVIDENCE 8

IET award photograph
Why it is included

Photographic evidence from the IET Innovation Awards ceremony.





EVIDENCE 9

NMI award photograph
Why it is included

Photographic evidence associated with the NMI award.




	Impact report and evidence guide
	1. IET Innovation Award - official Electronics winner page
	2. IET Innovation Awards - official winners and category evidence
	3. IET announcement of the 2008 Innovation Award winners
	4. NMI 2008 Award Winners
	5. Two major awards for Algotronix in a week
	6. Independent NMI awards reporting
	7. iSLI EngD researchers and the award-winning project
	8. IET award photograph
	9. NMI award photograph

